
 
 
 
  

 
THOMAS A’ BECKET INFANT SCHOOL 
SPRING TERM NEWSFLASH – ISSUE 2 

29th January 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers. 

As we come to the end of the 4th week of this term, we have been reflecting in school on 

what we have accomplished so far. We have managed a second lockdown situation, although 

this one feels very different from the first. We have many more children eligible to be in 

school this time (currently 33% of our children) and all our staff (who are able) are in school 

full time. In addition to this, they are also ensuring they monitor the home learning for the 

children in their class who are not in school and providing support for families where we can. 

Following the recent Government announcement regarding when schools may reopen, we have 

had an increase in requests for spaces. Once again, we are asking that you only send your 

children into school if you have no other alternative. We continue to follow the government 

guidance which states: ‘Parents and carers who are critical workers should keep their 

children at home if they can’. 

We very much want to get the children back to school as soon as it is safe to do so and we 

appreciate that this Lockdown feels much trickier. We hope that you are 

reflecting on your achievements at home and knowing that you are all doing 

the ‘best you can’ – adjusting to a home learning situation again, juggling 

learning for your children in different year groups with varying levels of need, 

working from home yourselves and managing all the other activities that everyday life brings. 

We want to stop and congratulate everyone in our school community for their resilience and 

perseverance through some of the trickiest times we have ever known. Please know that we 

are ‘doing our best’ to provide support and learning activities that are in line with the 

curriculum expectations and our philosophy. We know we won’t always get it right for 

everyone all the time, but if you feel you require more support or advice for you and your 

child, please let us know.  

Many of you have already done this and we hope we have been able to reassure you that you 

are doing a great job! Some days will be better than others and that’s ok, we just try again 

tomorrow. Please don’t think that you are the only one finding things tricky, there are lots of 

people finding it tough and we want to reassure you that we know you’re doing your best.. 

Let’s hope that we can all be back in school again soon. We miss our busy school community 

and look forward to you all being back as soon as it is safe to do so. 



February Half Term 

We have had confirmation from the DfE that schools will not be 

expected to be open over February half term, This means that 

school will be shut from Monday 15th February until Friday 19th 

February. 

 

Lateral Flow Tests for Staff 

From Monday 1st February, the staff in school will be carrying out the 

Lateral Flow Tests twice weekly. These tests help to identify 

asymptomatic carriers of the COVID virus and thus the reduction of 

community transmission. Should a member of staff test positive 

following one of these tests, we will of course be informing the families 

of  those children who have been in close contact  as soon as possible 

and the usual isolation expectations will be in place. We hope that this will be another layer 

of safety, ensuring the staff and children who are in school, as well as their families, are as 

safe as possible. 

COVID Update 

Please do not send your child to school if they are showing symptoms of COVID (see below)  

You should also NOT be sending your child into school if someone in the household has 

symptoms of COVID 19. They must get a test and everyone in the family should isolate until 

you either receive a negative result, or for the time you are asked to isolate. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MjMuMjc1ODQ1NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1VLREZFLzIwMjAvMDkvMjMvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xNTUzMTQ3L0NPVklELTE5JTIwc3ltcHRvbXMlMjBmb3IlMjBzb2NpYWwlMjBtZWRpYSUyMDIucG5nIn0.JgJT-bb35eDKsjoep4fngVzkNMJfrTIc5wrS3VhEY9c/s/741003835/br/85809128755-l


Mrs Dingwall’s Weekly Challenge 

Thank you to all those of you who have completed this week’s 

challenge. There were some really lovely responses from you and 

I hope you are able to display your Head Teachers Award 

certificate somewhere where everyone can see it. Here is a 

picture from Ivy in Turtle’s class of her cat. I love that she has 

written that being with her cat, helps her feel calm. Please keep 

your pictures and writing coming. It really does brighten our day! 

 

This week’s challenge is all about independence 

and responsibility. Have a chat with your grown 

ups about something you could do to help around 

the house. Maybe you could tidy your room each 

day and make your bed. If you already do all 

those things, then how about asking if you could 

help with jobs around the house – carrying 

washing down to the machine, setting the table 

for dinner, or maybe even playing with a younger 

brother or sister and helping them learn a new skill. (lego, jigsaws, colouring etc)  

I’m sure your grown ups can think of lots of things you could do to help. Good Luck!!  

 

 

 

TERM DATES 2021 

INSET DAYS: 

Thursday 1st April 2021 

Friday 28th May 2021 

 

Spring Half Term: 

Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February 

 

Easter Holidays: 

Friday 2nd April – Friday 16th April 

 

Summer Half Term: 

Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 

 

Last day of Summer Term 2021: 

Friday 23rd July 
 



School Places 

 

We are having increasing requests for children to return to school over the past week. 

Whilst we would love to have all our children back in school, we are already accommodating 

higher numbers than in the last lockdown and all our staff are in school every day.  

We appreciate that juggling home schooling with work 

and family life is very challenging at the moment, but 

we would ask that you do not request a school place, 

unless you have no other options.  

The current government advice is that “Parents and 

carers who are critical workers should keep their 

children at home if they can” as this is the safest 

place for them.  

Keeping numbers down in school also means that we are reducing the risk to our staff and 

their families, as well as the families who are currently attending school in the vulnerable and 

critical worker groups.  

We have had positive cases in school and continue to have families who are isolating due to 

contact outside of school with positive cases. 

Please get in touch if you need extra support with the home learning.  

Younger children will always need more support with their learning, but their class teacher is 

more than happy to chat to you to help with this if possible. 

 

 

This weekend is the ‘Big Bird Watch’ which is organised by the 

RSPB. It runs from Friday 29th until Sunday 31st January 

2021. In school we are hoping some of the classes will be able 

to spend time observing the different birds around the school 

environment. Those of you at home can also take part. Below is 

a link to the RSPB page which will give you further information;  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/everything-you-need-to-know-

about-big-garden-birdwatch/  

This week’s Forest School home learning challenge also relates to the RSPB bird watch. 

Please find attached the activity ideas. 

We really hope you can take part in this in some form of other and would love to hear about 

any interesting birds you may have spotted. 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/everything-you-need-to-know-about-big-garden-birdwatch/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/everything-you-need-to-know-about-big-garden-birdwatch/


 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following classes, who have reached 100 stars: 

Dragonfly Class 

Rabbit Class 

Hedgehog Class 

Turtle Class 

Starfish Class 

Grasshopper Class 

Badger Class 

Congratulations to the following children who have been awarded their 
‘Handwriting Star Pencil Topper’: 

 
Ralph – Dolphins 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following children who have completed 100 ‘reads’ at home: 

It is so lovely to see the excitement and pride of those children who have achieved the next stage of the reading 
challenge. Reading is such a key skill and we want to encourage regular reading as much as possible, both in 

school and at home. 
 

Cooper - Dolphins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Community Corner  

Identifying as a PARENT CARER & Vaccination Information  

If you are the parent of a child with a Special Educational Need and/or 

Disability, whether diagnosed or not, then you are also a parent carer 

By identifying and registering as a carer you will be able to access support from 

a variety of West Sussex services. West Sussex Parent Carer Forum is here to 

help you navigate this support (from support phone lines to applying for the 

carers grant). 

You will need to be registered as a carer to receive your Coronavirus vaccination; hence, we urge you to register 

ASAP via the following link: https://www.carerssupport.org.uk/register 

Carers Support West Sussex is frequently updating vaccination information for carers, including 

FAQ's: https://www.carerssupport.org.uk/covid-19-hub 

If you have any further vaccination questions, you can email: sxccg.vaccineenquiries@nhs.net 

Please DO NOT contact your GP regarding vaccination concerns. 

Please contact Carers Support West Sussex directly if you have questions regarding 

clarifying/proving your status as a parent carer: https://www.carerssupport.org.uk/register or 

email: info@carerssupport.org.uk 

 

https://wspcf.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45fdef3286f6dfb8d4b4853cb&id=bcd118c2aa&e=8ca5a269ba
https://wspcf.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45fdef3286f6dfb8d4b4853cb&id=3668466f5d&e=8ca5a269ba
https://wspcf.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45fdef3286f6dfb8d4b4853cb&id=e2afd1971b&e=8ca5a269ba
https://wspcf.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45fdef3286f6dfb8d4b4853cb&id=7e605f19b2&e=8ca5a269ba
https://wspcf.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45fdef3286f6dfb8d4b4853cb&id=a6f0295f3f&e=8ca5a269ba
https://wspcf.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45fdef3286f6dfb8d4b4853cb&id=9bc5da7fee&e=8ca5a269ba

