
       THOMAS A’BECKET INFANT SCHOOL 

     AUTUMN TERM NEWSFLASH 

                 Issue 1 10th September 2019 
 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 
 

Welcome back to all our new and existing families. What a lot you have all squeezed into the 

holidays. The children have been very excited, telling us all about their adventures! We shall 

be spending the next couple of weeks settling back into our school routines and learning 

about the new expectations for each year group and class. We hope to see as many of you as 

possible at the upcoming welcome meetings, so we can share this with you as well and ensure 

that we are all working together to support our children in their learning. 

 

Welcome to New Staff: 

I would also like to welcome some new faces to TAB Infants. Alia Jones is teaching in 

Honeybee class this year, we also have Sara Walker who will be working alongside the team 

in Octopus class as a student teacher. Ben Hornsby-Smith is taking over as our Sports 

Leader and we have Robin Chidwick who you will see around the school in the afternoons in 

his role as caretaker.  

 

Parent Meetings: 

You will have received information about our Year 1 and 2 Parent’s Evenings on 

Tuesday 24th and Thursday 26th September. We are looking forward to seeing as 

many of you as possible there. If you cannot attend please liaise with your child’s 

class teacher to make alternative arrangements.  

 

Parent Partnership: 

This year we will be implementing some new ideas/strategies to try to continue to improve 

and develop our ‘Parent Partnership’ with you all. We know that positive relationships and 

good lines of communication help our children to be more successful, happy and fulfil their 

potential. You will have already received a welcome email from your child’s class teacher and 

we invite you to use this more convenient method of communication with them. Please 

respect the guidelines we have stipulated within the email about contact hours and 

meetings.  

Please also feel free to speak to a member of the Leadership Team on the gates in the 

morning, email or phone in if you wish to raise anything with us; be it positive or something 

you feel we could improve. We strive to make our school as positive and successful as 

possible and always endeavour to respond to feedback, concerns, worries, so please support 

us by bringing things to our attention. Going forward this year, you can expect to receive a 

‘Parent Questionnaire’; more opportunities to visit your child’s class and the opportunity to 

join our ‘Parent Working Party’ to support our school as we strive to develop further. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

We are keen to make the start of the day as smooth as possible for all our 

families so that the children come in to school happy and ready to learn. 

Please ensure that your children are supervised before and after school and that 

they adhere to our school rules. It can be very upsetting for a child if they have a fall out 

with friends on the playground before school. Please ensure that you resolve any issues that 

occur before school and work with us to ensure that the children have a positive start to 

their mornings. 

Children should also not be on their scooters or bikes and they are not allowed to use 
playground equipment. This is to reduce the likelihood of accidents. 
 

For all our new Reception parents, we ask that you do not let your children play with the 

outside equipment before school as this disrupts the learning for your children once the 

school day begins. 

Thank you for your co-operation with this. 
 

Emergency Contacts: 

Please ensure you keep your telephone contacts up to date by informing the main office. 

Any emergency numbers you give us must be contactable during the school day. Please 

also check the ‘pick up’ list for your child and let us know of any changes as soon as possible. 

If someone who is not on the list turns up to collect your child or we haven’t had a message 

from you, we will contact you to confirm. 
 

Attendance and Punctuality: 

As a school, our attendance policy is set in line with West Sussex County 

Council guidelines and our local family of schools. Children are expected to 

be in school, on time each day, unless they are unwell. School holiday dates and INSET days 

are all published on the website and are the same as Thomas A ’Becket Junior school.  

Please do not book holidays during term time as they will not be authorised. 

Missed days and regular lateness can really affect your child’s confidence and learning in 

school.  

Pupils are only in school for 190 days each year.  There are 175 other days for holidays and 

other activities.  Children often find it very difficult to keep up with the learning in their 

year group if they have regular absences or large periods of time off.  
 

Lunch boxes: 

We would like to remind all our parents and carers that we are a ‘nut free zone’ 

and as such we ask that you do not send in peanut butter sandwiches or peanut 

biscuit bars in your children’s lunchboxes, as we have several pupils with nut 

allergies which are life threatening. In line with our healthy schools policy, we do not allow 

fizzy drinks or sweets in the lunch boxes! 
 

Social Media: 

I am aware that many parents have set up class social media pages to share 

information and stay in touch with each other. If you have any concerns or worries 

about school, please talk to your class teacher or a member of the Leadership 

Team, rather than share them on these pages or other social media sites. In this 

way, we can address the issue quickly and put your mind at rest.  
 

Please note that we also post all newsletters and regular updates on our school website. 



 

School Uniform:  

All the children have come back to school looking really smart in their 

uniforms. If you are unsure of any part of our uniform policy, please 

look in the School Information Booklet on our website or ask in the 

office. Please note that trainers should not be worn in the place of 

school shoes, which should be black.   
West Sussex County Council policy states that no earrings (including studs) should be worn 

for P.E. lessons. Your child’s earrings should either be removed or covered with 

‘Micropore’ tape before coming into school on their P.E. day. If your child wears 

earrings, please put some extra ‘Micropore’ tape in their P.E bags for this purpose.  

 

Help in School: 

We have already had lots of queries about helping out in school. We love to welcome parents 

and carers into school to help and are keen to start recruiting new ‘Reading Buddies’ as well 

as having additional help in class, at Forest School or with resource making. If you are 

interested in coming in to help, please let your child’s class teacher or the office know and 

we can explain the process. 
 

Schools Flu Vaccination Programme: 

All children should now have received information regarding the flu vaccination programme. 

This will take place in school on Thursday 21st November from 9am. Parents do not need to 

be present for this. 
 

Clubs: 

A new timetable is attached for your information. 

Please keep an eye out for letters regarding our after school clubs which will 

be coming out during this week. If you are interested in your child attending 

any of the clubs, please complete the forms as soon as possible and return 

them to your child’s teacher.   

 

Parking in the School Car Park 

Please can we ask that you do not use the staff car park, even if you are just dropping 

off/collecting your child.  The fence has been broken a number of times by parents parking 

in the car park and reversing back out.  There are spaces on the surrounding roads.  Thank 

you for your support in this matter. 
 

Message from the Lollipop Man: 

‘’If I ask you or your child to dismount either a bicycle or scooter when crossing the road it 

is for the following reason: 

You should dismount to avoid crashing into another pedestrian, perhaps crossing from the 

other side.  A customer riding a bicycle has momentum, especially when approaching along 

the pavement.  They are less likely to cross with the same cautious and controlled manner 

like a pedestrian unless they know to stop and dismount. 

Yours kindly.’’ 
 

 

 

 



 

School Water Bottles 

Due to an increase in production costs we have to increase the price of the school water 

bottles to £2.00. This is with immediate effect.  We have recently seen an increase in the 

number of metal water bottles coming into school. Whilst these are great at keeping the 

water cold, the tops are quite difficult to manage by small fingers and we are having lots of 

spillages. The school water bottles are fine for school and much easier to manage.  

 

TERM DATES 2019 – 2020: 

 

 

Here are the term dates for next year: 

INSET DAYS: 

Monday 2nd September 

Tuesday 3rd September 

Monday 4th November 

Friday 14th February 

Monday 20th July 

Autumn Half Term: 

Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November 

Christmas Holidays: 

Monday 23rd December – Friday 3rd January 

(Children back to school on Monday 6th January) 

Spring Half Term: 

Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February 

Easter Holidays: 

Monday 6th April – Friday 17th April 

Summer Half Term: 

Tuesday 26th May – Friday 29th May 

    Last day of Summer Term 2020:  

Friday 17th July 


