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Thomas A’ Becket Infant School  

 

  

Teaching & Learning Policy 
  

  

  

Aims of the policy:  

  
  
To raise standards of achievement and attainment  

  

To further develop the quality of effective learning  

  

To make our philosophy of learning explicit to the whole school community  

  

To ensure consistency of approach that reflects the needs of our children  

  

This policy supports and is supported by our school ethos of helping the children to 

demonstrate: 

  

 R  Respect (for ourselves, others and the environment)  

  

 E  Effort (in our learning and our relationships)  

  

 A  Attitude (towards others and our learning)  

  

 C  Collaboration (in our learning and play)   

  

 H  Honesty (in our work and our play)  

  

…for the stars and to ensure Thomas A ’Becket Infant School’s learning environment enables 

children to be ‘Safe, Happy and Ready to Learn’. 
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Teaching and Learning  

  

We believe that successful learning takes place when children:  

• Are happy, interested and motivated   

• Have fun and develop an enthusiasm for learning  

• Are listened to and valued  

• Have opportunities to participate in ‘hands on’ learning experiences, both indoors and 
outdoors 

• Have success and know how to build on this further (next steps)  

• Know what they are learning and why  

• Have learning opportunities which match ability  

• Are provided with challenge and understand how important this is   

• Are confident, feel secure and are aware of boundaries  

• Feel safe to experiment, take risks and learn through trial and error  

• Have ownership of and be involved in the learning / planning process  

• Understand the context of the learning (What is the point?)  

• Have opportunities to practice their developing skills independently  

• Can share their learning and work collaboratively, building positive relationships with 

others  

• Can build on prior knowledge and skills  

• Develop ‘self-help’ skills and when to ask for support  

• Have opportunities to use different learning styles  

  

Implications for our Teaching  

 Our curriculum is planned in consultation with all key adults involved in the learning 

process.   

• Working towards including the children within the planning process, incorporating 

their needs, interests and ideas.  

• Promote challenge for all at each stage of learning  

• Promote high expectation and aspiration for all in terms of progress, attainment, and 

behaviour  

• Reflect National Agendas and the key priorities for our school as identified in our 

School Development Plan and individual and class data analysis  

  

What we will provide:  

Before Learning  

• Know our children’s needs, interests and abilities well using thorough and regular 

assessment opportunities  

• Assess prior learning  

• Ensure learning intentions are clear, progressive and shared with the children so they 

are able to identify their targets and contextualise their learning  

• Ensure the environment supports our school ethos and enables, encourages and 

fosters independent learning and AfL opportunities (see Display / Environment and AfL 

policies)   
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• Plan a range of differentiated, age and stage appropriate activities that enable children 

to demonstrate the linked learning intention. 

• Ensure all learning styles are catered for.  

• Plan a balance of independent, mixed-ability, ability grouped and collaborative 

activities as appropriate  

• Equip children with the vocabulary they will need to access the topics successfully  

• Share the ‘big picture’ (What are we learning this for?)  

• Plan learning effectively  for indoor and outdoor  

• Plan opportunities for children to practice/demonstrate their learning 

independently/away from the point of teaching.   

  

During Learning   

• Give time to address misconceptions  

• Encourage, support and challenge  

• Use AfL strategies to take learning on further  

• Use open ended / higher order questioning  

• Listen to and record the children’s learning verbally and pictorially as well as the 

recorded work (child voice)  

• Adapt learning where necessary in response to individual and group needs  

• Allow children to make their own choices about how they record their learning  

• Create opportunities for the children to be the ‘teacher’ and to support others with 

their learning  

• Encourage all children to manage their own learning and develop independence.   

• Ensure clear links are made between subjects within the learning journey  

• Remind children to utilise / practice and develop their key skills at all times  

• Reflect regularly on the learning process to share good practice and reinforce the 

learning   

• Model learning alongside the children to encourage lifelong learning and act as role 

models  

  

After Learning  

• Celebrate effort, achievement and risk taking  

• Value the whole learning process  

• Make links with other subjects so skills can be used successfully elsewhere.   

• Allow time for peer and self-assessment / editing  

• Share next steps with the children and develop their skills to identify their own next steps  

• Plan the on-going learning based on careful and accurate assessment  

  

  

  

  

  

The Learning Environment  

  

As a large school we are committed to ensuring consistency and equality of opportunity for all 

children.  We recognise the importance of the environment in achieving high quality learning. 
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The environment set up informs the learner of the expected interactions. We want to 

promote independent learning and the development of transferable skills.  

We achieve this by providing an environment that is challenging and stimulating. All children 

should have access to a productive environment where learning is readily accessible and 

there is a purposeful working atmosphere enabling all children to focus and achieve success.   

  

To support this we will:  

  

• Ensure there is consistency across classes and year groups  

• Follow the school expectations for presentation within books (see Book Set up Document)   

• Adhere to health and safety requirements at all times  

• Ensure planning is up to date and visible for all adults to access  

• Ensure AFL resources are used including lolly sticks / Talk Partners  

• Display and actively use our Values Learning Friends  

• Ensure books are set up for children in accordance with the book protocol   

• Provide a range of appropriate writing resources / supports are made available – see 

(resource checklist )   

• Provide resources that are easily accessible and encourage independence (clear labels etc. 

– School Environment Document)  

• Display the ‘REACH’ behaviour system  

• Display visual timetables  

• Provide clearly designated and flexible areas to include maths, literacy, reading, role play, 

art and D.T. and I.C.T. as well as any appropriate topic linked areas, (School Environment 

Document)  

• Display phonics resources and Read, Write, Inc. materials, (School Environment 

Document)   

  

Date:  

Autumn 2020   

  

Review Date:  

Autumn 2021  

  

Committee:  

  

  

Teaching & Learning   
  

Signed by:  

  

  

Chair – Rachel Harkin  

Date:  

  

  

6 October 2020 
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COVID-19 Addendum: 

 

The Rainbow Recovery Curriculum – Shared with Staff at INSET Day 

What is it? 

It is looking at how to bring children back into school in a compassionate way, recognising their 

different experiences over the Lockdown period. 

‘Compassionate Leadership leads to compassionate learners’ 

How might this affect our children? 

 Some children may come back and present well. However, sleep deprivation in 

children and adults has been widely reported and this can increase anxiety, fear about 

leaving the house etc. increase of panic attacks etc. 

 Increase of self-harm as children have been left to their own devices 

 We need to recognise the losses that have occurred: 

Routine, Structure, Friendship, Opportunity, Freedom 

The consequences of loss are 

Anxiety Trauma Bereavement and Attachment Issues 

Attachment may be around not wanting to leave a primary carer caused by a severing of the 

relationships that happened when Lockdown began. The children may no longer feel attached to the 

adults at the school and lack trust due to the speed of the change and lack of understanding about 

why this had to happen 

How will we support our families and children? 

We need to see ourselves as survivors. We have survived the crisis and need to see this as a positive 

outcome. We need to remember that anxiety is a huge barrier to learning. Key memories don’t 

imprint if a child is experiencing high levels of stress. We will meet our children and families with 

compassion, care and kindness. We will ensure the aims and values of our school are implicit and 

explicit throughout the curriculum. We have updated our curriculum to ensure that our children have 

the time to: 

Relationships - Build strong relationships again. We will reach out and not expect our children to be 

immediately fine 

Re-Engage our community – listen, understand and grow together. We will ensure that we adapt 

according to the need that is identified 

Metacognition – Explicitly scaffold teaching to grow confidence again as learners.  

Transparency – co-constructed to identify how we are addressing the gaps 

Space – to be able to rediscover their self image, concept, self esteem and confidence. The children 

need to feel safe again and we need to develop spaces to help support this 

Learning to Learn again – The Rainbow curriculum’ is a way of acknowledging that children need time 

to adapt and become active, engaged learners again. 
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‘It is the skilled, intuitive teacher who can lift the mask of fear and disenfranchisement from the child. 

You can engage that child as a learner once more for engagement is the liberation of intrinsic 

motivation.’ (From the Recovery Curriculum) 

Create a register of children’s experiences so adults know, understand and re-act appropriately 

around the child and the family 

Planned sensory based learning as higher cognitive abilities may be impaired due to their 

experiences. 

Make the social distancing rules fun and involve them in this (making signs/rhymes etc) 

 

Two Key Issues 

What makes us happy?    What makes us sad? 

How can we self-regulate when we are unhappy / scare/anxious etc 

Use happiness as an intervention. (Boxes of resources to help reduce cortisol levels etc)_ 

Adapting lesson length to recognise concentration spans and to allow opportunities for emotional 

expression 

Building emotional strength and resilience is going to be crucial for all of us for on-going survival 

Be honest with the children and give honest answers 

 ‘Re-ignite the flame and passion for learning’ 

If kindness is shown, then kindness is what you shall receive.’ (Maori Proverb) 

 

 

 


