
THOMAS A’ BECKET INFANT SCHOOL 
SPRING TERM NEWSFLASH – ISSUE 4 

 

        27th March 2020 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 

As you come to the end of your first full week of school ‘closure’ we wanted to send 

out a newsletter to keep in touch with you all. It does not feel the same in school 

without the daily hustle and bustle that only 540 small people can bring. However, the 

children who are in school are keeping busy and accessing lots of fun activities. Let us 

know how you are getting on with the home learning activities. We’d love to hear how 

it’s all going. 

We would also like to take the time at this moment to thank the amazing staff here at 

Thomas A’ Becket Infant school. The team spirit and sense of duty from each and 

every one has been something to behold. Their positivity and willingness to do all they 

can in this situation has provided so much support and reassurance to our 

children/families, but also to each other. 

  

Remember, home learning and home educating are very different. We are not 

expecting you to provide the learning that is usually provided in school, especially if 

you are balancing working from home also. For now, be kind to yourselves. I am sure 

many of you are coping very well, but if it has been a nightmare, don't panic, as it’s 

early days. We'll all find better ways of doing things. The most important thing for the 

moment is that you as parents/carers stay sane. So, you are in charge of if or when 

the children do their school work at the moment. Our best piece of advice so far is to 

plan the next day in the evening. Build in rest and fun as well as school work tasks. 

Take things slow. They don't have to finish everything by Thursday! 

 

Your children may be worried about what is going on and spending time as a family is 

the most important thing to keep them settled and to reassure them. Playing games, 

getting out into the garden (if you have one) and just spending time together are just 

as important. We hope that being ‘Happy’ will get you through the next chapter. Be 

happy in each other’s company, be happy in learning new things, find happiness in the 

small things and know that the storm will pass.  

 

#STAYHOMESTAYSAFE 

Thank you so much to everyone for being so supportive and keeping your children at 

home if you are able to. It is still really important that we have the fewest amount of 

children in school in order to safeguard them, our staff and their families. I know the 

decisions being made by you all are really difficult, but keeping your children safe is 

our absolute priority. The following government guidelines still apply. 

 

ONLY SEND YOUR CHILD IN IF IT IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY. 

IF YOU CAN PROVIDE CHILDCARE THEN YOUR CHILD SHOULD NOT BE IN 

SCHOOL 

THE SAFEST PLACE FOR YOUR CHILD IS AT HOME 

THIS IS TO KEEP NUMBERS OF CHILDREN DOWN TO CONTINUE TO 

PREVENT THE SPREAD OF THE VIRUS 



PRIMARILY THIS IS A SERVICE FOR KEY WORKERS IN ESSENTIAL ROLES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staying in Touch: 

It’s really important to us that you feel supported as parents and carers during this 

difficult time. You should all have access to your child’s class teacher email and they 

will be contacting you regularly. If you haven’t heard back from them for any reason, 

let the school office know and we will chase it up. If you have any other concerns, 

please just call or email the school office and we will do what we can to help. 

 

Support for Worried Children: 

Some children will be finding being out of routine quite tricky and they might feel 

anxious and worried about things they have heard on the news, or about not being able 

to see friends and relatives like they used to. The following links have great, child-

friendly stories to help explain why we are having to practice social-distancing and 

what is happening: 

 

https://nursedottybooks.com/dave-the-dog-is-worried-about-coronavirus-2/ 

 

https://www.mindheart.co/descargables 

 

eSafety 

Now your children are spending more time accessing the internet, it’s a really good 

time to reinforce eSafety and staying safe on-line. The following links have resources 

and guidelines for age ratings of various Apps if you are unsure about what your 

children are accessing.  

 

Smartie the Penguin - https://www.childnet.com/resources/smartie-the-penguin 

 

Digiduck - https://www.childnet.com/resources/digiduck-stories 

 

Buddy the Dog’s E-Safety powerpoint (may require twinkl login) - 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-29363-buddy-the-dogs-internet-safety-story-

powerpoint 

 

App Ratings check - https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews 
 

https://nursedottybooks.com/dave-the-dog-is-worried-about-coronavirus-2/
https://www.mindheart.co/descargables


 

Game Ratings: 

Please can we remind you that there are certifications on the game boxes to indicate 

the minimum age a child should be to play games on consoles. We are aware that some 

children may be accessing games that are not age appropriate. If you are not sure, 

please follow this link from the Entertainment Software Rating Board to find out 

more: 

https://www.esrb.org/ratings-guide/ 

 

 

INSET Days: 

I know it seems a long way away, but just to inform you that the first day of term in 

September will be Thursday 3rd September and term will finish on Thursday 17th 

December. We will inform you of all subsequent INSET days for the 2020 – 2021 

academic year as soon as we have agreed them with the Junior school.  

 

Message from our reading dog: 

For those of you who know Dayzee our reading dog, we have had this lovely photo with 

a message from Bridget her owner, saying how much she misses coming in and hopes 

she will be back again soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Tips for Home Learning:    Timetable idea: 

Please email us with your top tips and parenting ‘wins’ 

with your children. We still want to know how they are 

getting on and will share these through our regular 

updates. We are aiming to update the home learning 

activities on a two-week basis. We will email you and let 

you know when this happens and the new resources 

have been uploaded to the website. Here are some 

ideas so far: 

 
“We’ve been utilising family members who we can’t see at the 

moment to FaceTime and do half an hour home learning activities. 

Breaks up the day and takes the pressure of me for a bit as I’m 

also attempting to work from home! Grandparents have also been 

texting daily challenges to keep ideas fresh.” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.esrb.org/ratings-guide/


 

We have put together some ideas and resources to supplement the 

home learning that is available on our website. Please see the following 

information 
 

On-line Reading: 

Oliver Jeffers can be heard reading many of his books on YouTube. This is a fantastic 

resource and there are many other stories here for you to access. He is also live 

streaming at 6pm every evening: https://www.instagram.com/oliverjeffers/ 

 

For some of our older and more able readers, David Walliams’ website has a story 

being read at 11am every day: https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses 

 

There are also over 3000 ebooks and audiobooks available for free here: 

https://worldbook.kitaboo.com/reader/worldbook/index.html? 

 

Lots of reading resources and home learning activities: https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

 

Ideas for learning at home: https://www.mrmcmakingmemories.com/school-closure-

resources 

 

Story time online: https://www.youtube.com/user/StorylineOnline 

 

Story time from Space:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpotjVqWv3KfGHjWztjPKgg 

 

If you are looking for books to read, ‘Audible’ has made hundreds of books free to 

down load. If you are unsure of which books your child might like to hear/read, please 

refer to the 100 great books list we added to the website recently on World Book Day.  

 

Other Websites and Useful Links:  

We have been in contact with TT Rockstars and will let you know if and when we are 

able to give you access. Unfortunately, many of these Apps require individual logins to 

be set up which can take time. We are trying to do a ‘workaround’ for this.  

 

Please also see the following useful websites: 

 

Guidance and advice for Home Learning: https://www.mrpict.com/home-learning-

support.html# 

 

Learn to draw: http://www.robbiddulph.com/draw-with-rob 

 

 

Twinkl - https://www.twinkl.co.uk/sign-up -you can create your own account to access 

lots of free content. Use code CVDTWINKLHELPS when registering, to access all 

resources for free. 
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Purple Mash: www.purplemash.com 

Click ‘find my school’s login page’ then type in Thomas A’ Becket Infant and select our 

school from the list. Then you type in the login and password for your child’s class, 

which will be emailed out by your child’s class teacher next week. 

 

Myleene Klass is going to help the nation's kids become classical music lovers with her 

online Music Klass initiative. Catch her here Mondays and Fridays at 10am, and 

Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm for lullabies. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQh2wgJ5tOrixYBn6jFXsXQ 

 

Cooking: ‘Kids Cook with Theo’ offers cook-a-long video sessions for kids with chef 

Theo Michael on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 4pm, where kids learn to make 

delicious dishes like gnocchi and flatbreads. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/cookwiththeo 

 

Outdoor adventure: Everest and swimming with the crocs might seem tricky to 

squeeze in between morning homework and snack breaks, but thanks to Ben Fogle, kids 

can have adventure and wilderness lessons daily at 4pm, live on Instagram. 

https://www.instagram.com/benfogle/ 

 

Happy News Pack – Happiness Pack 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/txqw8aahpwk66pi/Free%20(temp)%20The%20Happy%20

News%20pack.pdf?dl=0 

 

Scholastic has created a free learn-from-home area: 

https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html?caching 

 

Maths games: 

https://www.coolmath4kids.com/ 

 

Range of great website ideas: https://f48510d9-6937-415b-bdb2-

25eaa3388556.filesusr.com/ugd/603045_6cdec613deac4f1d9a79c4c97b371c12.pdf 

 

Ideas for families during self-isolation: https://www.workingmums.co.uk/activity-

ideas-for-kids-during-self-isolation/ 

 

Free worksheets and printables: https://www.123homeschool4me.com/home-school-

free-printables/ 

 

Link for Lego 30 day challenge: https://mk0freehomescho2g81n.kinstacdn.com/wp-

content/uploads/2016/01/Lego30daychallenge.pdf 

 

GONOODLE - Burn off extra energy with kids' dance routines:  

https://www.youtube.com/user/GoNoodleGames 

 

BrainPOP: Brilliant online resource ticks all the boxes when it comes to mixing learning 

with enjoyment: https://www.brainpop.com/ 
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Creativebug: If you have a creative steak - or even if you haven't - then this is 

another online resource you should check out. There are classes on literally everything, 

including making finger puppets, knitting, creating animal hats and fairy wands. 

https://www.creativebug.com/ 

 

Travel the world's museums: Pretend to travel the world by going on a virtual tour of 

12 famous museums, from London to New York and Berlin. 

https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/museums-galleries/museums-with-

virtual-tours 

 

Kids' Learning Tube: A YouTube channel with a mission to educate kids of all ages 

through original music and animation. Discover the countries of the world and their 

flags or find out more about the brilliant workings of the human body: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7EFWpvc1wYuUwrtZ_BLi9A 

 

Teaching Ideas: Lots of ideas and resources to work through for children aged 5-11. 

https://www.teachingideas.co.uk/ 

  

Teach It: FREE Primary teaching resources for EYFS & KS1 

https://www.teachitprimary.co.uk/ 

 

Teachers Pet: Home Learning Resources. Completely FREE packs designed to support 

parents and teachers with home learning. Weekly 'Home Learning Resource Packs' - 

available to download completely FREE of charge for the duration of UK school 

closures: https://tpet.co.uk/ 

 

APPS 

Kaligo (Apple or Android): Kaligo is a digital handwriting exercise book designed to 

teach children how to write using a stylus and tablet, built on an AI machine learning 

platform. A self-paced approach enables children to progress at their own speed 

according to their own ability, whilst AI Machine learning provides real-time corrective 

feedback. 

 

Teach Your Monster to Read (Apple, Android or Amazon): Teach Your Monster to 

Read is a phonics and reading game that’s helped children learn to read. The app covers 

the first two years of learning to read, from matching letters and sounds to enjoying 

small books. 

 

Phonics Hero (Apple or Android) 

Phonics Hero teaches children to read and spell with systematic synthetic phonics. The 

app includes over 850 fun and varied games. Using a step-by-step approach, children 

learn the 44 sounds, the reading and spelling of words, and how to conquer sentences. 

 

Fonetti (Apple) 

Fonetti is a Listening Bookshop™ that provides young children with a patient, 

comforting listening ear to help in the learning-to-read journey, but also with the 

added benefit of tracking progress, identifying reading challenges, and highlighting to 

their adult carers where the most support is needed. 

https://www.creativebug.com/
https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/museums-galleries/museums-with-virtual-tours
https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/museums-galleries/museums-with-virtual-tours
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7EFWpvc1wYuUwrtZ_BLi9A
https://www.teachingideas.co.uk/
https://www.teachitprimary.co.uk/
https://tpet.co.uk/


 

CBeebies Storytime (Apple, Android or Amazon) 

CBeebies Storytime is filled with free interactive story books and bedtime stories for 

young children and is a great way to enjoy reading with your little one. The library is 

always growing, with amazing stories featuring all the CBeebies’ favourites 

 

 

And finally: 

 

Mrs Dingwall is setting a challenge and this will be a new feature whilst we are ‘closed’. 

Can you email your results to the office: 

 

The first challenge is… ‘Who can make the tallest tower from a piece of A4 paper? 

 

 

The Time We Spring-Cleaned the World 

 

The world it got so busy, 

There were people all around. 

They left their germs behind them; 

In the air and on the ground. 

 

These germs grew bigger and stronger. 

They wanted to come and stay. 

They didn’t want to hurt anyone - 

They just really wanted to play. 

 

Sometimes they tried to hold your hand, 

Or tickled your throat or your nose. 

They could make you cough and sneeze 

And make your face as red as a rose. 

 

And so these germs took over. 

They started to make people ill, 

And with every cough we coughed 

More and more germs would spill. 

 

All the Queens and Kings had a meeting. 

“It’s time to clean the world up!” they said. 

And so they had to close lots of fun stuff, 

Just so these germs couldn’t spread. 

 

 

We couldn’t go to cinemas 

Or restaurants for our tea. 

There was no football or parties, 

The world got as quiet as can be. 

 



The kids stopped going to school, 

The Mums and Dads went to work less. 

Then a great, big, giant scrubbing brush 

Cleaned the sky and the sea and the mess! 

 

Dads started teaching the sums, 

Our parents played with us more, 

Mums were in charge of homework 

And we read and played jigsaws galore! 

 

The whole world was washing their hands 

And building super toilet roll forts! 

Outside was quiet and peaceful, 

Now home was the place for all sports. 

 

So we played in the world that was home 

And our days filled up with fun and love, 

And the germs they grew smaller and smaller 

And the sun watched from up above. 

 

Then one morning the sun woke up early, 

She smiled and stretched her beams wide. 

The world had been fully spring cleaned, 

It was time to go back outside! 

 

We opened our doors oh so slowly 

And breathed in the clean and fresh air. 

We promised that forever and always 

Of this beautiful world we’d take care!  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


